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I. Christ Condemned to Death

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading
John 18:38—19:16
Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find
no guilt in him. But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at
the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” They
cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.
Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted together a
crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. They
came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands.
Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that
you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” When the
chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!”
Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in
him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he
ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” When Pilate heard
this statement, he was even more afraid. He entered his headquarters again and
said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. So Pilate
said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to
release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have
no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore
he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”
From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you
release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a
king opposes Caesar.” So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out
and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in
Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was
about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” They cried out,
“Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify
your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” So he
delivered him over to them to be crucified.
So they took Jesus,
II. The Cross is Laid Upon Him

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading
John 19:17
and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull,
which in Aramaic is called Golgotha.

Reading
Genesis 22:6–8
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son.
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them
together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here
am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.
III. His First Fall

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading
Matthew 5:38–48
[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for
a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you
on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone would sue you and
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to go
one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not
refuse the one who would borrow from you.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the
tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are
you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Reading

for the righteous falls seven times and rises again,
but the wicked stumble in times of calamity.

Proverbs 24:16
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IV. He Meets His Blessed Mother

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Psalm 116:16

Psalm 116:16–17

O LORD, I am your servant;
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant.
You have loosed my bonds.
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.
Reading
Luke 2:34–35
And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from
many hearts may be revealed.”

P
C
P

As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to
him,
“Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!”
But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep
it!”

V. Simon of Cyrene is Made to Bear the Cross

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading
Luke 9:22–23
saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me.
Reading
Luke 23:26
And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming
in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.

VI. Christ's Face is Wiped By Veronica

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading

Psalm 27:8

You have said, “Seek my face.”
My heart says to you,
“Your face, LORD, do I seek.”
Reading
Matthew 25:35–40
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick
and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or
naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
Reading
Genesis 32:30
So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face
to face, and yet my life has been delivered.”
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VII. His Second Fall

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

P

So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people
through his own blood.
Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he
endured.
For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.

C
P

Hebrews 13:15
C
Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.

VIII. He Meets the Women of Jerusalem

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading
Luke 23:27–31
And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who
were mourning and lamenting for him. But turning to them Jesus said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for
your children. For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are
the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover
us.’ For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it
is dry?”
IX. His Third Fall

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Psalm 38
P O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger,
nor discipline me in your wrath!

C

For your arrows have sunk into me,
and your hand has come down on me.

P

There is no soundness in my flesh
because of your indignation;
there is no health in my bones
because of my sin.

C

For my iniquities have gone over my head;
like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me.

P

My wounds stink and fester
because of my foolishness,

C

I am utterly bowed down and prostrate;
all the day I go about mourning.

P

For my sides are filled with burning,
and there is no soundness in my flesh.

C

I am feeble and crushed;
I groan because of the tumult of my heart.

P

O Lord, all my longing is before you;
my sighing is not hidden from you.

C

My heart throbs; my strength fails me,
and the light of my eyes—it also has gone from me.

P

My friends and companions stand aloof from my plague,
and my nearest kin stand far off.

C

Those who seek my life lay their snares;
those who seek my hurt speak of ruin
and meditate treachery all day long.

P

But I am like a deaf man; I do not hear,
like a mute man who does not open his mouth.

C

I have become like a man who does not hear,
and in whose mouth are no rebukes.

P

But for you, O Lord, do I wait;
it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer.

C

For I said, “Only let them not rejoice over me,
who boast against me when my foot slips!”

P

For I am ready to fall,
and my pain is ever before me.

C

I confess my iniquity;
I am sorry for my sin.

P

But my foes are vigorous, they are mighty,
and many are those who hate me wrongfully.

C

Those who render me evil for good

accuse me because I follow after good.
P

Do not forsake me, O Lord!
O my God, be not far from me!

C

Make haste to help me,
O Lord, my salvation!
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X. He is Stripped of His Garments

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading
Genesis 3:21–24
And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and
clothed them.
Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree
of life and eat, and live forever—” therefore the LORD God sent him out from the
garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the
man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming
sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

Reading
Genesis 37:23
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe
of many colors that he wore.
Reading
Job 1:21
And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return.
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”
XI. His Crucifixion

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading
Mark 10:37–40
And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are
you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with
which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am
baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine
to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
Reading
Mark 15:25–28
And it was the third hour when they crucified him. And the inscription of the
charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two
robbers, one on his right and one on his left.
XII. His Death on the Cross

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading

But he was wounded for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:5–6

Reading
Matthew 27:46–55
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And
some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of
them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed
and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah
will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded
up his spirit.
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of
the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to
many. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over
Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and
said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”
There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had
followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him,
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XIII. His Body is Taken Down from the Cross

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading

Isaiah 53:8–9

By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Reading
John 19:38
After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but
secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of
Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body.
XIV. His Body is Laid in the Tomb

P
C

We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee.
Because by Thy Holy Cross, Thou hast redeemed the world.

Reading
John 19:39–42
Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took
the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial
custom of the Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden,
and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of
the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus
there.

Reading
Daniel 6:17
And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed
it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be
changed concerning Daniel.
Reading
Genesis 1:31—2:2
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on
the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work that he had done.
C: Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

C

LSB 241

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to
suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Benedicamus
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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