
 
Sermon for January 23, 2019 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Text: John 2:1-11; Exodus 33:12-23 
By Rev. Jeffrey Horn, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church of Escondido, CA 
 
Grace mercy and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

One of the beautiful things about the wedding at Cana is that phrase that ends the reading. 

“This, the first of his signs, that Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his 
disciples believed in him (John 2:11).”  

It is the first of His signs. Jesus had been sent by the Father to come into this world and He is 
shining forth the glory of God. People can look at Christ and see what He does and in seeing 
Him they see God Himself, and they see His glory being shown forth. And that's beautiful. 

We hear in our Old Testament reading how Moses had led the children of Israel by God's power 
and hand out of Egypt. They come to this place and it is after the whole trouble that had come 
up with the golden calf. Moses is saying to God, “I need to know that You are going to be with 
us. I need to know You are going to be there. That when we go out, You are going to stay with 
us. I need to know.” And God comforts Moses. He says, “Yes, I will be here. Yes, I will be with 
you. I will do all that you say.” Moses then is seeking that added assurance, the comfort of 
knowing that God is there. He had originally, back at the burning bush, asked to know God's 
name. And the fact that God told him His name was a great sign of revelation that God is now 
telling Moses, “I Am. I Am Who I Am. This is My name. This is the name that you will know Me 
by.” And it is a great name, a glorious name, filled with power. And Moses knows that name. But 
now he doesn't want to just hear the glory of God, he wants to see the glory of God. He wants to 
see it in a way that people on this earth are not allowed to see. He wants to see the face of God. 

And God says to him, “Look, no man on earth can see My face. But here is a cleft in the rock. I 
will put you there. I will cover you with My hand. I will pass by. And you can see My back. (In 
other words, the back of God's glory.) You can see that. But,” He says, “no man can see My 
face.” 

Now Moses had found favor in God's eyes. He had talked to God. He had been in His presence. 
He had participated in these incredible miracles that show God's power and glory. These signs, 
if you will, these plagues that had fallen on Egypt, the signs about the staff, and finally then, of 
course, crossing the Red Sea. “Hold your staff over the water and the wind will blow.” And it did 
and they crossed on dry land. These great signs of God's power, Moses had seen all these 
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signs and even participated in them. But he was still a sinner. And he could not see the glory of 
God in its pureness and live. 

In the beginning of John's Gospel, it talks about how no man has seen the father, but that the 
Word, the Son of God who is in the bosom of the Father has made Him known.  

Even at that point, man still had not seen the face of the Father, but that God had sent His Son 
the Word into this world, and He had seen the Father and He makes Him known. 

So now here comes this wedding. Here are all these folks gathered together. And they are 
rejoicing in one of the great gifts that God has given to people, the gift of marriage: a man and a 
woman becoming one flesh, joined together in holy marriage, husband and wife. It is God who 
gave the gift of marriage. And God is giving the gift of marriage now to this man and this 
woman, joining in them together in great blessing. And God Himself has been at every 
marriage, though He had not been seen, because He is the one who created it and He is the 
one who blesses it. But now in this time and this wedding, here He is visible. You can see Him 
standing there. There He is in the corner. There He is with His disciples. There is His mother 
walking up to Him. There is God, and He is here at this wedding, giving His blessing. But they 
don't have enough wine, a common thing for people to face, the challenge of not having enough 
food, enough wine, enough things to put on a wedding. It can be difficult.  

And there is God.  

In the midst of the challenges of this life we pray to God and ask for His help and He does give 
help.  

The farmer who has a vineyard goes out on a particular day and looks up and sees that the 
ground is dry. He prays for rain. At the right time, rain comes. He sees that his vineyard needs 
fertilizing. He prays for wisdom, gets the fertilizer, adds it at the right time. The plants grow 
strong. The sun shines. The leaves pull up all of that energy. They pull the nutrients from the 
soil. And at the right time, the grapes grow. Every single day there is life on this earth, it gives 
glory to God the creator. Everyday the sun shines, the rain falls, the nutrients are pulled up. The 
grapes grow and they ripen. The sugars are in the fruit. They mix together with the yeast, and, 
in a process that God Himself blessed mankind with, wine is formed. 

All of this is only by God's power, by His grace and by His glory, that life is, and receives this 
gift. So every time you have a sip of wine, it is tasting the goodness of God the creator. Every 
single time you have a taste of bread, it is tasting the goodness of God the creator. He has not 
only had years and years and years of making everything come together for this food to be 
present, but He has also given it to you and is giving you the ability to receive it. The glory of 
God in every breath, every heartbeat, every blink, every chew, every swallow, all of it gives glory 
to God. And yet how often we do not see it or acknowledge Him. But God has a process for all 
of those things to come together in a good way and He works His glory in ways that often are 
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hidden to us. But if we open our heart and mind to understand His Word and power then we can 
see it. 

So, whether it is Moses standing on a mountainside and hearing the revealed glory of God, or 
whether it is a farmer standing in a field and seeing the glory of God in creation that is present 
and visible and knowable to anyone whether they have the Bible or not, the glory of God is 
present. But now Jesus is doing something new. For Jesus is God. He is God in the flesh. True 
God and true man. And all of the processes that led to the all of the wine that was at the 
wedding was done by His power and sustained by His glory. But now they don't have enough 
wine. And now instead of the glory of God being given outside of revelation, just by creation, 
now it is going to step into the world of His revealed glory in Scripture. Because God, who is at 
the wedding, is going to do something new. He is not going to have the sun shine down, and the 
rain fall on the vineyard, and the grapes grow on the plants, and the wisdom of the workers 
pulling it together and making the wine, and it sits there for the right amount of time and 
ferments. He is not going to do that process. He is going to step outside of that. And He is going 
to show who He is as God the creator, the one through whom all things were made. He is going 
to show His power and He is going to do it in a way He has never done it before.  

“Take the water. Bring it to the master of the feast.” So they do. A cup of water. Imagine the 
thought of the servant as they walk along, thinking, “Is this a joke?” By the time the master of 
the feast drinks it, it is the best wine ever.  

The power and the glory of Christ is being shown. That He is not just a man, He is God in the 
flesh. And where Moses could not see the face of God, now everyone at the wedding can see 
the face of God. Where Moses had to be hidden in the Rock and see the back of God, now you 
can see God face to face in the person of Jesus Christ. He is God and He is making the Father 
known to us. This is something new. This is something that God is doing in the person of Christ 
that is of tremendous glory and power. That He would be willing to humble Himself and become 
a man so that we who are men could see God face to face without fear. And see in Him a God 
who loves us, who provides for us, and who saves us.  

So when Mary stood at the foot of the cross and Jesus again called her “Woman.” And when 
she looked at Him and recognized that He was the one who was crushing the serpent's head at 
that very moment. And the greatest glory of God, visible to humankind was not in all of creation, 
but in the face of Christ, pierced with thorns, dripping blood and sweat, and crying, “Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit.” There is the glory of God. There you can see it. There you know 
it. And that glory of God on the cross was visible here at Cana. And each sign that Jesus did 
showed forth the glory of God, but pointed you to the cross. Here, in this case, the glory of God 
at this wedding was showing that Christ, when He hung upon the cross, would be giving life to 
His Bride the Church, created out of His side by blood and water. For we are given life in Christ, 
being washed in Holy Baptism. Born from His side, like Eve was taken from the side of Adam. 
Given His blood to wash away our sins, to feed us in the supper, and to sustain the life that He 
has won for us. This is God's glory.  
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Look, behold it, and remember it. For it is beautiful and it is for you. Amen. 

 May the peace of Christ that passes all understanding guard your hearts and Minds in Christ to 
life Everlasting. Amen. 

 Page 4 of 4 

http://www.gdlutheran.org/

