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And behold a leper came to him and knelt before him saying, “Lord if you will, you 

can make me clean.” And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him saying, “I 

will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. (Matt. 8:2-3 ESV) 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

During the season of Epiphany, we see so many things that teach us about who 

Christ is. He’s come into the world. He was born. Now that He is here, who is He? 

How do we understand Him? And there are so many things in the Scriptures that 

give us beautiful, beautiful light, that Epiphany light shining forth to help us 

understand who Jesus is. And when you put the readings from the Old Testament 

and the New Testament together today, we see a beautiful, shining example of the 

great two themes of Epiphany: Who is Christ? He is true God. He is a God who 

loves us and saves us. And also, whom did He come to save? Just the Jews? No, 

the Gentiles too. 

These two readings put together help us see those themes of Epiphany in such a 

beautiful light. Let's enjoy them together. 

We start with our Old Testament reading. This poor little girl is captured by the 

Syrian Army, but she is serving the wife of Naaman. And Naaman has leprosy, an 

incurable disease at that time. It could not be healed and would continue to harm 

him, cause pain and debilitation, until, finally, his life ended. And the king of Syria 

is obviously quite concerned about Naaman’s condition. It was the kind of thing that 

people got and felt quite helpless about and it was very, very disturbing. Now, this 

little girl shows compassion upon the man who was probably responsible for her 

abduction, as the master who keeps her there, so she can't go home. And yet she 

still has compassion upon him as a believer in God. That is an incredible thing the 

Holy Spirit worked in this young girl. To be able to have love for even one who had 

mistreated her. “Oh, that my master would go down and speak to the prophet in 

Samaria. He would heal him.” There was no doubt in her mind that the Prophet 

Elisha spoke of the true God. No doubt in her mind that He could speak and heal 
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Naaman. Leprosy was not something too big for Elisha to care for. Another thing 

that's important in regard to this, is how did this young girl know all this stuff? 

About Elisha, about his teaching, about the true God, about who God is. How is it 

that she had this information to share, even though she was still a young girl when 

she was captured? She had been catechized and taught at home by her parents to 

know who God is, to know what God said. She had been raised to know her 

prayers, to know the Scriptures, to know the Lord. She understood what God was 

doing, and had been taught these things. How else would she have such a 

knowledge of the fact that a prophet existed, who the Lord was, that the Lord was 

true, and He had the power to heal. The Holy Spirit had worked through this 

teaching that she had as a child and we see the fruit of that faith that she had, that 

was sustaining her even when she was captured and serving in a foreign land, that 

it had stayed alive even though there was no more opportunity for her to go and 

hear Elisha where she was in slavery. And it should teach us how important it is for 

us to teach our children the faith and not say, “Well, they're too young to really 

know about Jesus.” No, they're not. They need to hear the Word. They need to 

pray. They need to be fed. It needs to be given to them and in a clear, beautiful, 

healthy way. And understand that the Spirit who brought them into Christ in 

Baptism will continue to bless them as they grow. Whatever seed of the Word is 

planted in them, will grow with great fruit by the power of God's grace. And how 

important it is for us to not only catechize the children that are here among us, but 

also to pray earnestly to God that more children in our community, who do not 

have, are not brought to church by their parents, that this would change, and they 

would come regularly and hear the Word and be given this gift. We should pray 

earnestly for this to be the case.  

Well, this girl knew there was a prophet in Israel. And Naaman, amazingly, says 

“Well, if she says it, it must be true. Goes to the king. The king sends a letter, lots 

of silver, lots of gold, lots of treasures, and sends him down to the king of Israel 

and says, “I would like you to heal this man of leprosy.”  

What? And the king of Israel is distraught, “How can I do what only God can do?”  

Now, the comparison between the king of Israel, who was supposed to be one who 

would make sure that the Word of God was being supported, that false teaching 

was being kept out, that the truth was being proclaimed, that’s what the King was 

supposed to do. And he doesn't know there is a prophet in Israel. He doesn't know 

that Elijah can do this... and the difference between this young girl who is a slave, 

and the king who is there on the throne; her faith and knowledge of God's Word; 

and his (the king’s) ignorance and despair. It is striking, isn't it?  
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God's power is not tied to earthly power. The Spirit works faith in whom He pleases 

and the smallest little mustard seed of faith, like what that little girl had, can do 

great things.  

And so he tears his clothes. “This guy just wants a war with me. He is asking 

something that no one could do but God alone.” Instead of thinking of the prophet 

who speaks on God's behalf, he despairs.  

And Elisha, is like, “Look, just send him over.” Now Elisha plays it cool. He could 

have gone out and done all of those things to try and impress Naaman, but the 

point of what he was doing was to say, “It is so absolutely clear that God can do 

this in *the snap of a finger*, why should I try to make it look like it is a big deal?” 

Okay.  

He sends his servant out. “Go and wash seven times in the Jordan.” Boom. Done. 

Gives us a nice little Old Testament “type” of Baptism, by the way. How when we 

are washed in Christ the Life that He gives us, the wholeness that He gives us in 

those waters is pictured here, is beautiful. The man is upset (Naaman). Oh, he 

wanted the show. He wanted to be given honor and respect, and he isn't given that. 

He is not given the respect that you would normally give somebody in their culture. 

You show up at someone's house, they are supposed to get up and come out and 

welcome you, show hospitality, and so forth. The reason Elisha does not do that is 

to emphasize the power of God, that this is a slam dunk for Him. This is like as hard 

for Him as popping a soap bubble. It's easy.  

So his servants talk some sense into him. Interestingly enough, he must have had 

really good servants. Not only this little girl but these people that talk sense into 

him. What a blessing they were to him. He goes to the Jordan, dips himself seven 

times, comes up healed. And notice it says that his flesh was “like that of a little 

child.” Another good “type” of Baptism. “We wash our robes and make them white 

in the blood of the Lamb.” Same kind of imagery. He comes back. Now he believes 

in the true God.  

And it is interesting how that comes about. This wasn't hard for God to do this 

miracle. It wasn't something that should be seen as something beyond His power so 

that we are surprised that it could happen.  

And that is how that ties forward to our reading from Matthew.  

Here is Jesus.  

He comes down from the Mount of Transfiguration. That's the mountain it's talking 

about here. No. Excuse me, that's not that. He was preaching The Sermon on the 

Mount.  
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He's coming down the mountain after having taught all of these things about God 

and His ways, and here is a leper. And what is fascinating is that this man, comes 

and says, “If You will, You can make me clean.” His faith is absolutely certain that 

Christ has the power to do this. It is only whether or not it was His will. I almost 

wonder what it would have been like if Jesus had said, “My son, it's not time for you 

to be healed. This isn't the right time. It's important for you to trust and believe in 

me, even though I don't heal you.” Would the man have been able to accept that 

answer? Sometimes it is hard to pray, and you know that God has the power, but it 

doesn't happen. And to still believe in Christ, because how do you know Christ loves 

you? It is not the fact that the leprosy is healed. Or the bills get paid. Or all these 

other things that happen when you pray. You know that Christ loves you when you 

see Him in the Scriptures depicted as hanging there, paying for your sins, dying and 

shedding His blood for you, cleansing you with His life, giving His for yours, rising 

from the dead so that you will not stay in that grave. Giving you the door open to 

eternal life. God shows His love to you in a myriad of ways, but you know 

absolutely, positively that He loves you, when you see Christ there for you on the 

cross. Because this world can be filled with highs and lows. You might be healthy 

one day and sick another. Did God love you the healthy day and abandon you the 

sick day? You get better. Does He love you again all of a sudden? You were rich, 

then you're poor, then you’re rich again. Did He love you when you were wealthy 

and hate you when you were poor? All of these things, they are not true. God's gifts 

to you, of daily bread, are gifts to you whether it is ‘surf and turf’ or whether it is 

crumbs and water. He gives you your daily bread, but His love to you is shown with 

His Son on the cross, so that whether it is good or bad, hard or easy, you are 

strong or you are weak, you have Christ and He is everything.  

And we learn to recognize that God's blessings to us should not be interpreted on a 

minute-to-minute, day-to-day basis, they should always be seen in the light of 

Baptism into Christ, where you are joined with Him, you die with Him, you rise with 

Him, and that is everything. This man comes, a leper. Would he have the faith to 

believe in Christ, even if Jesus had said, “It’s not My will for you to be healed right 

now, but I still love you and I'm still saving you.” Could he trust then? The Holy 

Spirit alone can work this kind of faith. And thanks be to God that He does work 

this faith in us. For it is too great for each of us to do alone. And Jesus does heal 

the man, reaches out His hand and touches him. The man is unclean. He shouldn't 

even be kneeling at Jesus's feet. He should be standing back and saying, “I am 

unclean.” That is what God's Law told him to do. But he comes to Christ, kneels in 

front of Christ and Christ in his mercy wills it and touches him. A good example, by 

the way, of what our prayers are. We are not distant from Christ. Our prayers bring 

us right to him. Jesus is not made unclean by touching the unclean man; rather, 

the unclean man becomes clean by the power of the fact that Jesus is God. And He 
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makes what is unclean clean again. A beautiful thing. The man goes away with 

great joy. 

Now He enters Capernaum and up comes the centurion, a Gentile. “My servant is 

lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly. He can't move, and he’s in agony. The 

suffering is unbearable to him.”  

Notice here, in our Old Testament reading, it was for Naaman, the servant who told 

him how to become healed; here, the master goes on behalf of the servant to get 

the servant healed. What love, with this, almost book-ended, how these connect is 

amazing. And the man comes and says to Him, “My servant...” says to Jesus, “My 

servant is paralyzed and is suffering.” Doesn't even ask Him for anything. Notice he 

just tells Him this is happening and Jesus says, “I’ll come and heal him. I will get up 

and walk across town, go into your home. I will go to him and I will heal him.” And 

the man is almost horrified, “You don't have to do that. Just say the word and it will 

be enough. I understand how power works. People in power tell me to do 

something, I do it. I have power over others: I tell them, they do it. And it gets 

done. I understand how this works. Just say the word. That is enough. Your 

command will make it so.” His understanding of the deity of Christ, of His power, of 

His might, of His glory, is amazing. Think forward, for a little bit, to that moment 

when Christ is arrested. “Peter, put your sword away. Do you not know that at any 

moment I could call upon My Father, and He would send legions of angels?” The 

echo of this centurion’s faith is there in the words of Christ, “All of these await My 

bidding, but I will not send them. I go willingly to bear this cross.” It's beautiful: 

the power of Christ; the faith of this man. No one in Israel had such faith. “I haven't 

found it anywhere,” Jesus said. And He emphasizes how many people will come 

from the East and the West and will recline at the table in the kingdom of Heaven. 

But how many of the people of Israel will reject Jesus, and refuse to hear Him, 

believe in Him, and trust in Him. And it’s heartbreaking.  

And the centurion’s servant is healed at that very moment.  

The will of Christ is to come and love us. The will of Christ is to come and save us. 

The will of Christ is to heal us of our sins and give us eternal life. The will of Christ 

is that this should be given not only to one small group of people but it’s offered to 

all, for He died for all. The will of Christ is amazing and it shines forth with light in a 

dark world. That gives hope that cannot be found anywhere else. In Christ, in Christ 

alone, is this life. That is what Epiphany is all about: the Light of Christ in a dark, 

dark world. It gives hope and peace. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

May the peace of Christ that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus to life everlasting. Amen. 
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