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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

We turn our attention today to the Gospel of St. Luke. Here Jesus comes to the 

synagogue. He enters in, sits down, and teaches the people. There are some very 

important things for us to learn from this text. So let's begin.  

The first thing that's interesting about this text is that it says that it was the custom 

of Christ to come to the synagogue. It wasn't just something that He had decided to 

do for one week, one Saturday, to gather together with people, hear the Word, and 

that was about it. It was the custom of Christ as He grew up in Nazareth to go to 

synagogue. It was the custom of Christ when He was a man, a grown man, living 

and working in Nazareth, to go to the synagogue. And it was His custom as He had 

begun His ministry to go to synagogues in different places, and that was where He 

would teach and preach, and He would do a lot of His ministry and work. 

And one of the things about being Christians is that we follow Christ. And it is 

important for us to just stop right here and catch what this is telling us. It is an 

important thing to gather together with other believers on a regular basis to hear 

the Word of God and be fed with the gifts that Christ has for us. For He is gathered 

here with us. He is here as His Word is read, the Spirit teaches us. He is here with 

us as we gather, all those baptized, washed in His blood. Dying with Him on the 

cross. Living with Him. We gather together as the baptized to encourage one 

another. To help lift one another up. And He is here in the feast to give us His body 

and blood under the bread and wine. It is not just talk. It is a real gift. And so as 

we gather here, we do not gather just a bunch of individuals. It is not even one 

body of believers. It is one Body of believers and Christ, gathered together. And it 

is a precious gift. So learn from this beautiful little phrase “as was his custom.” 

Learn from this to remember how important it is to have coming to worship be a 

regular part of your life following Christ. 
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And one of the things that is interesting about the Gospel of St. Luke, is that it is 

one of only two gospels that tells us the birth story of Jesus. Luke and Matthew 

both tell us of the birth of Christ.  

And one of the things about Luke's Gospel... (I am going to go into this a little bit, 

because over the course of this year we are going to hear readings from Luke ‘s 

Gospel) ...one of the things about it that is very important, is that it spends a great 

deal of time helping us understand exactly who Jesus is. He is not just a man. He is 

not just Joseph’s son.  

The readings we have heard so far, one of the great themes that's been in them, is 

to help us understand that Jesus is the Son of God. You go back to when the angel 

came and announced the Birth of Christ to Mary, said “He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” (Luke 1:32-33 ESV) 

He will be called the Son of the Most High. This is very important. And as the 

account of Jesus’ birth takes place, as the Lord Jesus is brought to the temple, as 

He is dedicated, it is clear that He is there to do the work the Father gave Him. And 

then we have that beautiful little account in Luke's Gospel where Jesus is 11 years 

old and He goes to the temple. His parents think He is with the group when they 

leave to go back home but they can't find Him, and so they're looking around and 

looking around. On the third day they find Him in the temple and Mary is shocked.  

She says, “Why did You do this to me and your father?”  

Jesus says, “Did you not know I had to be about my Father's business?”  

The emphasis there in that text is, “Who is Jesus’ Father?” Yes, Joseph has adopted 

Him, but Christ is here, sent by His heavenly Father, God the Father, and that 

emphasis is right there. “I am not just son of Joseph, adopted by him. I am the 

eternal Son of God, in the flesh.”  

Next thing you hear, Jesus is being baptized. And what does the Father say? Jesus 

is there in the water. The Father speaks as the Spirit descends upon Him, “This is 

my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” That is a beautiful statement about 

who Jesus is. The Spirit comes down upon Him. The Father speaks. The identity of 

Christ is clear to all who will hear. This man standing in the water, having just been 

baptized, and taking the sins of the world upon His shoulders to take them to the 

cross, this is not just a man, this is God, and that is really important. Now, what is 

interesting, is that, right after that, you have the genealogy of Jesus being told. 

And it starts off from the fact that it says Jesus, was about 30 years old when he 

began his ministry, and it was supposed he was the son of Joseph. Well, we know 

that He was adopted by Joseph. It goes all the way back and traces that genealogy 
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of Christ directly back to God, which is interesting. Then, right after that, Jesus is 

driven out into the wilderness, and He is going out in the wilderness. After 40 days, 

here comes Satan to tempt Him. We will hear that text coming up soon. And the 

very first thing that Satan says, as he is tempting Jesus, is this, “If you are…” 

What? “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” In other 

words, “Prove it. The Father just said You are the Son of God. Why don't You back 

up what He said. Show me. Show me that You are the Son of God.” And Jesus uses 

the Word of God to answer Satan on those three temptations. He is not here to 

prove that He is the Son of God to Satan. He is here to use the Word of God to 

teach the people that He is the Son of God because He fulfills all the Old Testament 

prophecies and He gives evidence of the love and the mercy of God. When He is 

done with His temptations, the very next place He goes is right to the synagogue. 

And there He begins to teach. And what do the people say when they hear the 

beautiful words of Jesus? “Is this not…” What? “He is the son of Joseph. I think he 

is getting a little too big for his britches, don't you? Here he is sitting here, reading 

the prophecy of Isaiah and saying that it talks about he, himself? I think that’s 

maybe kind of hard to understand. How could that possibly be? We know who his 

father is, his mother is, we know his brothers and sisters, we know all these things 

about him. How could he possibly be the Son of God, the Messiah?” They take 

offense at Him.  

Dear friends, just like we understood how important it is to go to church because 

Jesus went to church, so too, we look at this and understand that if, in all of these 

chapters, all of these events of Jesus’ life, Luke is trying to get us to understand 

that Jesus is truly the Son of God and not just the son of Joseph, this must be a 

really important point. This must be really, really important. Because, there are still 

a lot of people in the world today who take offense when they hear that Jesus 

claimed to be God almighty. Because when He is claiming to be God almighty, He is 

not just claiming to be a teacher, a good example, a moral leader, someone that is 

gathering the people together towards a good goal in life. He is claiming to be the 

Messiah, Who came for all people, in all the world, in all time, in all places. He is 

the One who saves. And if He is God almighty in the flesh, there is no one else who 

can do it, He and he alone. And you know as well as I do in this world today, that 

when you start saying that Jesus is your Lord, a lot of people are fine with that. 

When you start saying that Jesus is the only Lord that anyone could possibly have 

Who is True, a lot of people have a problem with that. A lot of people really can 

resonate with the perspective of the folks in the synagogue that day who were 

offended at Christ. There’s a lot of people who can relate to that. And yet, why are 

we still talking about what Jesus said in a synagogue in a dusty, little town like 

Nazareth, so long ago? Why are we still thinking about it, talking about it, valuing 

it? Why would we take His example that He went to church and say, “Wow, if Jesus 

went to church, I should too”? We are doing this because He is God. Because what 

He said is true. Because the Holy Spirit has caused what He said to be written down 
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and to be passed on through generation and generation, to be preached and 

taught, to be heard, to be memorized, to be written on the heart and the mind. 

Because what He says is beautiful, gracious, and true. He is the Lord. He not only 

says that He can save, He actually does it. He has the power to deliver that which 

He says. He can do it. He has done it. He is still doing it. And He always will. And 

the people who gather and hear Him are the ones that say, “You know what? I was 

lost in sin. I was covered with guilt. I was permeated with shame. I knew, inside 

and out, that what I had done and been was not consistent with what was true and 

good and right from God’s hand and command. And I knew I was going to be in 

trouble for it. But Christ came to me in His Word. He washed me in Baptism. He fed 

me and strengthened me with His gifts. He has forgiven me, and though I have 

done wrong, I know that by His promise I am saved. He did it and He keeps doing it 

for me every day. This is the beauty of the Gospel of Christ. And we still hear about 

Jesus because, listen to what He said, when He had the chance to sit down in that 

synagogue, when all those people He was raised with, all the folks that He went to 

school with were all sitting there and looking at Him. When He had the opportunity 

to sit down in this place and explain to them who He was and what He had come to 

do, they handed Him the scroll of the Book of Isaiah, He stood up to read, and He 

read this: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed me.”  

By the way, did you hear the Trinity in that? “The Spirit”--the Holy Spirit. ”Of the 

Lord”--God the Father. ”Is upon Me”--Me, Jesus. Father, Son and Holy Spirit. A 

reference, beautifully, back to His Baptism, by the way. The Holy Spirit descending 

upon Christ. The Father speaking, “This is my beloved Son.” And Christ standing 

there, dripping wet.  

Why did He do that? Why is He here? He is about to tell us. 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor… to proclaim liberty to the captives, recovering of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's 

favor.” (Luke 4:18-19 ESV) 

Why did He come? He came because people were hurting. He came because people 

were poor. They had nothing. And He came to them and spoke to them the love of 

God, the mercy that He was going to give them as He died for them on the cross. 

He came to them because they needed Him, and He saves.  

God Himself sent His Son to proclaim liberty to the captives. It reminds us of the 

exodus, right? The children of Israel in captivity. Reminds us of the times when the 

Israelites disobeyed God and were carried away to captivity, to Babylon. And there 

they were living imprisoned, stuck, couldn't go home, and yet God delivered them. 

How many more times and places have people been in captivity, stuck because of 
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their rebelliousness, stuck in their sin, and Jesus declared them to be free? And all 

of a sudden, they were.  

Liberty to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind. Folks that go through life and 

they don't know what the truth is, they don't understand how to find God or His 

mercy. Who understand that there is a God out there, but find strange comfort in 

the knowledge, supposedly, that they can't know anything about this God, and so 

they’re free from having to worry about any kind of commitment.  

Recovery of sight to the blind. When Jesus speaks to someone and says, “You know 

what? You can know who God is. You can hear what He says. Here He is speaking 

to you right now.”  

And would you take just a moment to recognize the fact of who Jesus is? God 

almighty in the flesh. And listen to how beautiful His Word is! Listen to how He 

speaks to you love and mercy, forgiveness and peace. Who else would do this for 

you? Why would you want any other savior? Why would you want to claim 

ignorance? Let Him open your eyes and see. Then when He leads you, it is 

beautiful, a beautiful Journey. A journey from mercy to mercy, from grace to grace, 

from death to life, from darkness to light.  

Recovery of sight to the blind, and to set at liberty those who are oppressed. When 

you follow Christ, it is a wonderful journey with Him, but it's still not easy. There 

are so many times and places where Satan continues to oppress us, our own sinful 

flesh continues to rebel against God, and our own living in a world that seemingly 

rejects God more and more each day, it gets hard, it's just difficult. Jesus, when He 

sets you free and gives liberty to you who are oppressed, He continues to be there 

to help you along this way, along this journey. He doesn't leave you. He doesn't 

abandon you. He doesn't drop you in the middle of a mess and walk away. He is 

your Shepherd who guides you, every step. 

The year of the Lord's favor. The year that His favor is upon you. It reminds you of 

the jubilee, every 50 years, in the Old Testament. If there was an Israelite who had 

to become a servant, if someone was in debt, if you had to sell your property 

because you couldn't afford to feed your family, something like that--at that time, 

all servants were set free, all debts were forgiven, all land goes back to the original 

owners--every 50 years. It’s beautiful.  

The year of the Lord's favor. In Christ, it is always the year of the Lord's favor. In 

Christ, your debts are always being forgiven. In Christ, the promise of eternal life in 

heaven is always being given to you. In Christ, He is the Promised Land and you 

have Him always. There is so much Gospel in this that Jesus is saying. And the only 

way He can deliver it, and deliver it consistently, and deliver it to everybody who 

hears, whenever they lived, wherever they lived, however they have lived, the only 
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way He can give this, is because He is God almighty and He has power to save. And 

He uses that power to save you.  

To save you.  

And that is beautiful.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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